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The ridiculous Notion of the French Engroffing the Trade of Europe, farther Expofed. 
If the French were Mafters of our Wool, ‘our Navigation and our othir Advantages of Commerce, they 


would not atk as we do. 


They would not limit their own Trade, or prohibit the Export of their on Goods, but. extend thers to all 


Parts of the Univerfe, 


The fear of being over-ballanced in Returns, is abfurd, when as it.appears, we are at Liberty to liad thofe 
Returns with what Duties me pleafe, evento a Prohibstion, ) é 


The new way of Magnifying the French which People have mow taken up, wery fatalite ms many ways, bus 


efpecially in our Commeree. 
All Rivals in Trade are in Porportion to be oppafed. 


The Dutch, none of our beft Friends in Trade, tho’ they may be fo in other Matters. 





| HF -xrefent Subjeét is the ‘(Complaint that 
the French bid fair for Engroffing all the 
Trade .in the World. Vide Crifii, p.31. it 


muft be confeffed, if the French were Inha- | 


bitants of Great Britain, they would have fome Claim 
to what that ‘Author’ fays of them, becaufe it appears 
by their Vigilance and Application in promoting‘ their 
National Interefts, that they would not be wanting. to 
theinfelves as we are’; they would nor limit and con- 
tract their Trade, burextend ir; they would not pro- 
hibit their own Manufa&ures, and ftraighten their Mer- 
chants from Exporting the Growth of their own Cotin- 
try, and the Labour of their own Poor. Such abfurd 
ridiculous Notions as thefe would never obtain among 
them, no nor atnong us neither, if we were not under 
a wretched unhappy Infaruation of Parties, whereby we 
appear willing to facrifice our Common Interelis to 
thofe who for their private Intereft find it neceffiry at 
this time to influence us one againft another. 


Would the French if they inhabited this Nation, and 
were.as we.are, Mafters of fuch -noble Principles_of 
Commerce, as our Wool, our Produce, our Situation 
and Shipping, would they fhut out their own Manufa- 
étures from a Country fo near them, whofe Extent is 
a fifth Part of the Trading Part of Europe, and in which 
fo many Millions of People inhabit, and who in fpight 
of all their Induftry, are not able to fupply rhemfelves 
with Manufactures, the Materials being by Nature de- 
ny'd them ? Would the French if they liv’d in this Coun- 
try refufe a Trade which would vend Six hundred thou- 
fand Poufid:a Year it their Man@faQuresjand alk for that 
idle ridiculous Pretence of France pouring in a Glut of 
Wine and Brandy to over-Ballance them, ‘when at the 
fame time they have it in their Power to load thofe 
Goods with fuch Duties as fhould leffen, nay indeed 
prohibit their Importation, as it is evident we may do 
by the Treaty ? 


No, no, affure your felves the People of France 
would be none of thefe Fools, neither would we, ex- 


thor fo-knowing in the World. ©* - 
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cept ds‘before escsepted, which is the Mifery of ‘gr pres 


fent Circumftances. ~~ +8O'We 
But as to what wasfiid bare OF the Inability of the 
Frenth to Engrofsthe Trade of Europe.’ it isthe monk 
unaccountable’ Exprefion, “thag "the MERCATOR 
canbot but wonder fuch a rhing could fill from’ an Att 


if pee o | 
‘That a Nation that has no Wool hut what they. bu 
or Neal, ay it may "Be called! fr mother Nitin; Ne 
;'noAr- 
tifts but whar they borrow or hire from othet Coun- 
tries, fhould Engrofs the Woollen Manufactures. 


Let this Author turn the Tables, and tell us if we 
had no Wool but what we fetchte with the fame Difficul- 
tv and Expence from France, as the French do our 
Wool from England or Ireland; what a Blow would 
it be to our Manufa&tures, and if our Neighbours had 
Wool at home, as we have, what could we make of 

: ake 


of our Foreign Trade? If we had few or no Colonies 


in the Weft-Indies, as is the Cafe of the French, and 
were to buy our Logwood, Fuftic, and other Dyin 

Woods of them, as they do now of us: If we fetch’ 

our Allom and Copperas and other Home-materials in 
France, as they do from England, would the Dearnefs 
of thefe Things affeé our Manufactures or no? Would 
it affift our Neighbours to underfell us no? But above 


all fhould we under ajl thefe pibcplties be. able to En- 


grofs the Trade of the World at 


; “4 on 

The MPRCATOR fears a” great many People 
anfwer thefe Things, by telling us what great Quan- . 
tities of Wool the French get from England and from 
Ireland, and it has really too much Truth init. The . 
MERC ATOR withes heartily it might be preven- 
ted, and doubts not bur there are Meafures which 
oright be taken effectually to prevent it. 
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Now 











Now it is confefs’d this Clandeftine Exportation of 

Wool! is very hurtful to England, and turnithes the 

___». French fo to fupply themfelves with Manufactures as 

48 20 ftand’ in the lefs need of ours. But no Man can be 

foolifh as to fay, that when the French are at all 

fe Difficulties to fetch their Wooll, and to get it 

there ‘they’ fetch it, that they can do this, and make 

eir Manufactures as Cheap as we can, who have all 
mong Ourfelves. 







































Tho’ it be true, that they do get a great deal of 
Wooll from us, yet let.us obferveone thing with it, 
What Price do they give for it here ? And what Charges 
are they at to get i¢?And what does it Coit them be- 
t fore oat get it home to thofe Places where they make 
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It may be remember’d, that fome of our Prints lately 
gave.us an Account of a Skirmifh in Kent among the 
Country People and the Cuftom-houfe Officers, about 
carrying off fome Packs of Wooll, in which fome Lives 
were loft, as is too often the Cafe. It was obfervable, 
and this isthe end of mentioning it here, that the 
Reafon given for a ¢ettain Country Farmer venturing to 
be concern’d in fuch a Bufirefs, was the extraordinary 
Price thofe OULERS, as they are called, give for their 
ih Wooll ; and we know very well they do fo, and that they 
will give 12], for as much Wooll as would otherwife 

i ut 71]. add to this, the Charges of Veffels double 
ann’d, thofe Men in confideration of the Danger al- 
ways double paid, then add the hazard of Lofs, and 
lat of all the Profic of the Adventure, which, if it 
was not great, no Man would undertake it: Purall thefe 
together, and what muft our Englifh Wooll be worth 
in France, when it comes to the Hand of the Manufaétu- 
rer? The MERCATOR is well affured, from very 
well-experienced Hands, that as much Wooll as in 
England will not yield above. 17 to 19 s. Sterling, is fold 
in France to the Manufacturers there for 50s. Sterling. 
Let-any-one judge then, whether thefe People are likely 
to be Engroflers of our Manufactures, and if not of 
Jour Manufaétures, how will they Engrofs the Trade of 
the World? — 


If thefe. Men have no better Foundation. for their 
fears of the French King Engrofling the Power of Eu- 
sope than they have for this of their Trade, or if we 
_ were to judge of one by the other, they would very ill 
Account for all the fears which they put into our Heads 
upon that fcore. 


- The MERCATOR meddles very little with thofe 
| things, but takes leave to fay One thing which Concerns 


cies both, (viZe) Thist if it oh id rakes Care t> mike 
herfelf firong by Sea, to Improve acd Eftabhih her 
Naval Strength, as the may do, and as itis hoped the 
will now do; thete can be tho Danger either of the 
French, or of any other Nation Engroiling the Power 
or the Trade of Europe. , 


Her Majefty has lately given us an Item or Memo- 
randum of this from the Throne, (viz.) That our §}- 
tuation makes us able to raife ourfelves by Trade, and 
Trade alone is the Thing by which this Nation can floy- 
rilh ; and that our Naval Strength is the Security of our 
Commerce. | ' 


Thefe are Truths never to be withftood; And when 
Reafon and Truth come to obtain a Hearing again among 
us, as it is to be hoped they may hereafter, tho’ they 
cannot have that Privilege now. We fhall fee that 
thefe things will appear Solid and Weighty ; and the 


Oppofers of them, who are now. exalring the Power 


of the French to Ruine and Engrofs our Trade, will 
appear extremely Ridiculous. 


This new way of raifing a Dread of the French up- 
onus in every thing, as well in our Trade as in our 
Publick Affairs, is a Method which, however fome 
People think convenient for their other Defigns at tizis 
time, may, and it cannot be queftioned bur it will, be 
both pernicious and of ill Confequence to this Nation 
in time to come, and is very fatal to us in Matters re- 
lating to our Commerce at this time. But the wife 
People of this Age are not to be told their true 
Intereft. 


The MERC ATOR is for fencing our Commerce 
againft every Rival, and equally in proportion, for 
proportion is equaity: Againft every Rival He ill defends 
his Country, who to Keep owt one Thief lets in ano- 
ther. Tocall in the Datch to defend our Commerce 
againft the French, acts like the Old Britons, who 
call'd in the Saxons to help them againft the Pias 
who did the firft indeed, but devoured the People they 
came to help. 


The MERCATOR believes the Dutch ver 
Friends, and very neceflary Allies for Rieeteoieh te 
eneral Intereft of the Proteftant Powers, and would 
y.no means leffen the Friendfhip between the Two 
Nations ; but he cannot agree to believe them the fame 
Friends to our. Commerce thar they are to our Power : 
and had much rather call for their Affiffance in our 
Councils of War than in our Council of Trade: of 
which more may be faid in the next ALE RCA TOR, 
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